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Several Exemplary Works on Vernacular Construction
and Their Social Effects in China in the Last Decade
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ABSTRACT  This essay reviews several exemplary
vernacular construction works by Chinese architects
and their social effects. The research is divided into
two parts: the first part examines the operative modes
of social collaboration mechanism, and the second

examines construction methods such as material
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utilization and innovative connection. The role the
architect plays in vernacular construction is fairly
subtle, because s/he might have to act as a designer,
a deputy and even a site staff at the same time. S/he
has to make shift to different circumstances. This essay
reviews the personal thoughts, practical outcomes
and social effects of vernacular construction in the
recent 10 years against the general background of
China. Specific events such as government policies and
post-disaster reconstruction provide architects with
opportunities to participate in vernacular construction.
Readers can aliso find that architects have adjusted
their strategies from time to time due to various local
situations.
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1. Some architects and their works on vernacular construction during the last 10 years
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2. Reconstruction of Yangliu Village, Sichuan Pravince, led by Xie
Yingjun

3. Construciton of New Bud School in Xiasi, Sichuan Province, led by
Zhu Jingxiang

4. Boat Terminal of Yaluzangpu River, by Atelier Standard
Architecture

5. Construction of rubble walls of Twin Hotel in Dali, designed by
Zhao Yang

6. Interior paper-made walls of Gaoligong Papermaking Museum,
designed by Hua Li
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